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Message from the President

Newcomers Strong 
The year 2020 will undoubtedly leave a strong and
lasting memory. Coronavirus and its related disease
Covid 19 will define this year as the year of isolation and
social distancing.

This is the year where we learned how to connect via remote means, such as
Skype, Webex, Zoom, or other video app. The year where we learned to stay
close while staying apart. The year where clubs like Newcomers learned to use
technology more for meetings and activity groups. These efforts will help keep
our members connected and our clubs operational. 

In relation to this, some provinces have waived bylaw requirements for in
person AGMs, which opens up options for clubs to conduct AGMs via video
conferencing, email or mail, as they deem fit. NNAC has discovered the power
of video conferencing and we have embraced it for our board meetings as well
as our Presidents’ Meetings. We will also be using our Webex subscription to
offer regional meetings between our clubs. These can be facilitated by regional
directors or by club presidents. Please contact us if you are interested in
participating in one of these smaller meetings. They will become a regular
opportunity for clubs to connect outside of the Presidents’ Meetings. 

At the end of this challenging time, NNAC, our member clubs, and their
members will be stronger for all that we have been through. We will remember
the special moments and appreciate ever more our times together. The in
person meetings will be ever sweeter now that we know what it is like to be
apart for long periods of time. We appreciate how difficult it is for people to
maintain isolation and do the right thing. We are all in this together, and one
day we will be all together again. Sending you all a virtual hug!
In Friendship,
Suzanne

Suzanne Brett Welsh
President, NNAC

Presidents' Meeting
via Webex
28 June 

2020 AGM
via Webex

at 4 p.m. on
Sunday 4 October 

Board Positions available for 2020-2021

The NNAC Board positions are elected on 2 year
rotations.  For the upcoming year, we will be
seeking replacement Directors for Webmaster,
Newsletter, Membership and Director at Large.
If you are interested in any of these positions,

please email nnac.executive@gmail.com.  Job descriptions are available on
request.  
We are greatly and ever appreciative for the dedication and effort of the current
Directors -- Deena Khonje (Director at Large), Deb Mayes (Webmaster),
Edwina Kohler (Newsletter) and Ruth Collison (Membership).

Renewal Process for Member Clubs
Reminders are going to all our clubs for renewal of  your annual membership in
NNAC. Your membership provides you with opportunities to communicate with
member clubs through President's calls, the national newsletter, The LINK, our
annual general meetings either via conference call or in person and also allows
you to enjoy the fellowship of member clubs across Canada. As a member of
National Newcomers Association, clubs receive a preferred insurance rate
through our provider Cooperators Insurance. 

We are asking all clubs to renew and pay online if at all possible, for two
reasons. One is to keep our data correct as each club will enter its own
information rather than have another person transfer it to a database. Second, with
the COVID 19 situation, we would like to minimize handling of any documents
and trips to the bank for depositing cheques. If you are unable to renew online,
you can mail a cheque- the information is on the renewal form. 

To enter your club information and pay online, please go to the NNAC website
Resources page under What’s Happening 

The reminder letter has the instruction for how to renew and pay online. If you
have any questions, please contact Ruth Collison, Membership Director or call
250-339-4584.

Insurance
The General Liability and Directors and Officers insurance policies renew at the end
of June.  Clubs are being contacted by Co-Operators to update club information
which will be used to calculate the premiums for the upcoming year.  Liquor Liability
coverage is being incorporated into the General Liability policies.  If you have any
questions, please contact Stacey_Mandigo@cooperators.ca.

Stacey Mandigo, Associate Insurance Advisor,  
Michelle & Associates,  The Co-operators 
480 Somerset St. W., Ottawa, ON K1R 5J8

Phone : 613-236-0781 x.221 | Fax: 613-236-3266    
Email:  stacey_mandigo@cooperators.ca   *Preferred method of communication*

Techie Talk
FORUMS
We would love to see more clubs interact via
the new Forums.  Found on the NNAC home
page, in the top right corner, the secure
Forum’s area allows clubs to ask questions and
share information in a topic/discussion format.

Add topics and areas of concern, and ask other
clubs how they are/what they are doing.

COVID-19
On the NNAC website, we created a Covid-19 – Stay Connected page.

This page lists many resources to help keep your members connected.  From
technology connections, like Whats App, Messenger and Google Duo to have
voice and video chats, and many online games you can play together.  There
are also many links to museums, parks and tourists destinations for your
members to visit virtually.

QUESTIONS?
You can email your online renewal questions to webmaster@nnac.ca.  
All other renewal questions go to membership@nnac.ca

Retention of Records
 

There have been various questions raised by clubs about the retention of
records.  This article will attempt to address some of these. 
 
The governance of record retention will depend on which jurisdiction the club is
located and registered in.  The type of club will direct you to which legislation is
relevant to your particular club.  Federally, a non-profit social club is not required to
be registered with the Canada Revenue Agency (“CRA”) and is not required to file
tax returns.  The exception to this is, of course, if a club is incorporated.  

A distinction should be made as well between “permanent” records which should
never be destroyed and other records which can be destroyed after a required period
of time.  Permanent records include all legal documents such as incorporation
documents, certificates issued by the Registrar, By-laws, etc.  Other records are
those that basically are no longer relevant to the club after a certain amount of time,
such as membership rosters from prior years, financial records and their back-up
documentation.   

In B.C. and Alberta, a non-profit, social club can choose to be registered under the
Societies Act or not.  If your club does register under the provincial Societies Act,
then you are governed by these Acts.  In B.C., the requirements as to what records
are to be kept, where they are to be kept, and for how long are set out in Part 3,
Division 2, Sections 20 through 32.  See the following
link:  http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/15018_01#section20.  
In BC, records should be kept for 10 years.  

I quickly reviewed the Alberta Societies Act legislation and regulations and was
unable to find any section directly addressing the issue of records retention.  If any
clubs located in Alberta have access to the requirements in that province, if they
could share it with National, we will pass that information along.  
Ontario used to be governed by the Corporations Act, which I believe required clubs
to incorporate.  In 2017, they introduced the Not-For-Profits Corporation Act
(“ONCA”).  They had transitional rules for three years.  The section of ONCA about
which records are required to be retained and for how long is found in Part X, Section
92.  See the following link:  https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/10n15#BK104.

For Corporations governed by the Income Tax Act of Canada, the requirement for
record retention is 6 years.  The federal Canadian not for profits legislation generally
follows this guideline and uses the 6-year time line for records retention.  

Records can be retained either as hard copies or in electronic form and should be
held at the registered office address.  If kept in electronic form, there should also be
a copy kept “offline” on an external hard drive, thumb drive or disk. 

In summary, permanent records should never be destroyed.  Other records that are
out dated, should be kept a minimum of 6 years, with BC requiring 10 years of
records to be retained.  

CLUB NEWSLETTERS 
Many thanks to all the
newsletter editors who continue
to distribute amazing club
newsletters in this weird world
of COVID-19!

Please continue to send your
newsletters to the Newsletter
Editor – they are all read and
although space is limited, the
aim is for each club to be
mentioned (an activity, or a
photo or logo) at least once a
year! 
 
 
 

THE LINK
We also ask that clubs
remember to forward The
Link to their club memberships.

NNAC WEBSITE
Remember to use the Forums
and Resource web pages to
help you stay connected and
engaged with your club and
with other clubs.

Also, remember to update your
club information on the NNAC
website.

FACEBOOK
And please remember to 'like' our
Facebook page!

Friendship Pins
SALE    BARGAIN     DISCOUNT

Great news Everyone!  The prices of our
beautiful, maple-leaf, gold-plated, Newcomers
pins have been drastically reduced.   

All THREE designs are now available at the LOW, LOW price of  $25.00!

Just in time for that perfect gift to each of the outgoing Executive, to thank them
for their tireless and generous service.  Or to showcase how proud you are to
be a Canadian especially during this time of Covid-19.  Show your pride in
Canada with a gorgeous maple-leaf pin that also starts a conversation about
Newcomers.  

We are also now accepting payments using electronic transfer in addition to
sending a cheque via snail mail.
   
So, check out our new order form on the Website and see all three pin styles
that are available and order yours today.  If you want further information, or
have any questions please contact the Director-at-Large, director@nnac.ca. 

Inspiration
It is always interesting to see what we can do when we are faced with a challenge

like Covid – where do our imaginations go?  Where do we stream our energies?  We
would love to see how you are keeping busy, what is your “upside” during self

isolation?  Send us your Covid inspiration fun, ideas and outcomes!
 Email nnac.executive@gmail.com

Covid is not just about physical distancing…...
it is also communication, caring, connection, and community.  

How Covid-19 has affected my life  
Deena Khonje, Treasurer and Director at Large 

 
When the shutdown first happened at the beginning of March, being the
homebody/introvert that I am, I was a happy little camper.  I let myself enjoy
being free to do what I wanted with no pressure.  I decided to try mostly new
recipes now that I was forced to cook for myself;  I listed my projects that I had
always been meaning to get to and I made plans to get out on my newly
acquired electric trike and explore new areas of the Valley. 

Click here for the full, amusing article.

HOW NNAC BOARD MEMBERS ARE
COPING WITH THE PANDEMIC

What's seen at Newcomers, stays at Newcomers!
 

Deanna -- doing a home hair highlighting job!
Edwina -- tearing her hair out at the thought of doing another LINK at the same time
as her own club newsletter!
Ruth -- in her Covid-19 hat at a Zoom party.
Heather -- During isolation, trying to finish knitting a scarf for your mother-in-law for
Mother's Day 2011!!  Getting some help from the pups.
Beryl -- Wearing her Christmas hat while purging pictures during Covid-19
confinement -- 75 albums now down to 25!

Spreading Ideas Across Canada
During this strange new world of COVID-19, self-isolation and

physical distancing, our clubs have been doing a tremendous job
boosting the morale of their members through uplifting emails,

information-packed newsletters and club websites, and Facebook pages!
 Bouquets to all!

Nanaimo Newcomers' Club 
Kudos to the women of the Nanaimo
club who put together an outstanding
20-page special newsletter Staying
Connected while Staying Home to
help their members in the early days
of isolation.  Included were articles
on birding, and biking; recipes; lists
of movies, wines, songs and books;
member profiles; cartoons and
much, much more!  A true tour de
force!

St. Catherine's and District
Newcomers' Club
The April newsletter had a section
called Surviving Self Isolation that
included a great list of ideas,
compiled by the Executive, for
keeping busy during isolation, such
as learning a language online;
picking a name or two from your
club’s roster and phoning fellow
members you don’t know; or
checking out the digital offering of
your local library; or watching TED
Talks on YouTube.      

Guelph Newcomers' Club
Members have been sewing masks,
caps and headbands for the local
hospital!

Calgary Newcomers' Club
Calgary club is having a friendly
'show and tell' competition!
 Members are being asked to show,
in pictures, how they have been
keeping busy during  isolation.

Comox Valley Alumnae Club
Club membership fees have been
reduced to $20 for this year due to
Covid-19 and the resulting curtailed
year.

Glacier Newcomers Alumnae Club
Glacier Alumnae's May newsletter
had a whole new look and
highlighting how members are
adapting to isolation, e.g., one
members is doing an art journal --
sketching how she is keeping busy;
 another is offering help to others via
Facebook, while others are knitting
or writing.

West Vancouver Newcomers' Club
WVNC was quick to take to Zoom
with many activities up and running
within weeks of lockdown, including
Knitting Circle, Coffee Drop In,
Ladies Dinner In, Movie Night, Book
Club and others.

Out and About Across the Country

Burlington Newcomers Daytrippers Tea Party 
Before isolation was the norm, on March 12th, 13 BNC members spent a lovely

afternoon at Abigail's Tea House, St George, enjoying scones, finger
sandwiches, dainties and pots of tea.  

Comox Valley Alumnae Wednesday Brisk Walk group
on one of their last walks before lockdown!

Calgary Newcomers' Club  April Board meeting via ZOOM

Club Logos

Victoria Evening Newcomers' Club

Have a question for a NNAC Executive Member?  
Click here for Board contact information.

Mission and Mandate
of the

National Newcomers' Association of Canada:
Reach out to Newcomers to our communities.

Facilitate social networking.
Provide advice, guidance and support to member Clubs and members,

encouraging them in their efforts, goals and initiatives.
Assist in the establishment of new Clubs and the evolution of existing Clubs.
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